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Conversatio

Message from the Chair
In mid-May, I flew back into Canberra from Melbourne over the Snowy Mountains. As we started to 
descend, Canberra was laid out in all its vibrant autumn colours – burgundy, gold, green, yellow and 
orange – a sight to behold. The trees are bare now, the overnight temperatures are dipping into the 
minus, but the jonquils and snow drops are out and the days so far have been bright, still, and warm if 
you’re in a sheltered place. 

The changing of the seasons reminded me of the changes over the past few weeks: we rejoiced that Pope 
Francis was out of hospital and addressed the crowds on Easter Sunday, were stunned and saddened 
at his death on Easter Monday, were caught up in the excitement about the conclave after his funeral, 
and greeted with relief and anticipation the advent of Pope Leo XIV. 

So much changes but life, nature, the world and GSE continue apace. Over the past term, GSE has been 
engaged in the new experience of Review Meetings as we roll out the actions from our move to a Sole 
Member model. The different focus and responsibilities of the 2025 Review Meeting have meant that 
there are some teething issues as we adjust to a new model, but Member Representatives, Board Chairs, 
Principals and particularly Company Secretaries have worked hard to accommodate the changes.  

I commend to you the Year of Stewardship Resources developed by Gabrielle Sinclair and her team. 
The quotes, prayers, articles and the extracts and reflections on the Rule are invaluable for classes, 
meetings and personal spiritual development. 

I trust that the last weeks of Term 2 are fulfilling and enjoyable and that the term break provides rest 
and renewal. 
 
Moira Najdecki
Chair, GSE Governing Council
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I wrote in my first piece for Conversatio about conversatio being, in part, “a process of letting go”. In 
the Catholic realm, we have all been in the process of letting go: of Francis, of a papacy full of surprises 
from quite ordinary shoes, to off-the-cuff statements, to groundbreaking encyclicals that drag us into 
the modern era and the pressing necessity to address climate change. We unexpectedly farewell his 
Year of Hope that was not yet complete. We let go. We begin to discover a new way of being and a new 
leader in whom is vested the future of the Church we know and love and inhabit together. 
 
And now we have Bob; or, more correctly, Pope Leo XIV. I confess that with his arrival I was amused by 
the countless thousands of comments from every parish, diocese and religious order and reminded 
that only God knows the precise number of religious orders in existence. Not to disappoint, the Uniting 
Church of Australia added their congratulations to the growing list of Christians marking this particular 
moment in history. There were similar messages from our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters. 
 
Habemus papam: We have a pope. There is much to uncover and to discover. 
 
In the first week of his papacy, I heard amongst the endless commentary someone say that having a pope 
from an English-speaking world, a pope who speaks our language will change the way we understand 
the pope, how we interpret his actions and words and how we come to understand the Church, on the 
cusp of a new age. He’s already been to Australia. He’s the son of migrant parents. He plays tennis and 
goes to the gym. Somehow this new pope is like us, or perhaps, hopefully, we are like him.  
 
Within moments of his election, his two brothers became media personalities. It seemed they were on 
every television screen sharing history that was, at times, perhaps a little too intimate. Then I thought, 
don’t we all have family members who sometimes say more than they should in the public space?  
 
Apparently, he loves Wordle and plays it daily. It’s not my preferred game but is it really that different 
from those who play Sudoku or have an inclination to indulge in a daily game of Candy Crush? 
 
He follows a baseball team, something I relate to; well, not baseball, but I’m a little chuffed that my NRL 
team is top of the table (for the moment). 
 
He’s American, in this moment, not exactly a point in his favour. An independent and cosmopolitan 
thinker, he is unafraid of critiquing political positions both in America and further afield. 
 
Bob does seem a bit like all of us! Bob takes a new name, adopts a new way of dress, receives a ring 
before the whole world, and we marvel at his tears and the intimacy of the moment. Transformed, he 
is a new man and a new hope for the world. Leo XIV: a name inspired by the father of Catholic social 
teaching.  
 
His first words to the world were “Peace be with all of you”, in a world crying out to heaven for the 
possibility of peace and what hope that might bring. We are reminded of his earlier words: “If you want 
peace, prepare institutions of peace.”  Imagine if we all worked to ensure our own institutions are places 
of peace, always, in relationships, in meetings, in everyday encounters. 
 
Leo XIV, an Augustinian, formed by the words of Augustine, he reminded us in his first homily: “Lord, 
you have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” This is a pope who gives us 
permission to have restless hearts. 
 
A motto from scripture: “In the One, we are one.”  This is a pope who recognises our connectedness. 
 
Pope Leo XIV offers us a new beginning. Restless hearts connected to the One making us one. What 
better hope could there be? 

Dr Joanne Hack

Message from the Executive Director
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Message from the Director of 
Formation and Mission Integration

The Web of Our Interconnectedness 
As Joanne and I begin to wrap up our annual formation visits to each school board, I’ve been reflecting 
on some of the conversations around how we perceive our roles in stewardship, as stewards. It’s always 
important to provide perspective for the work we do together and in each school of Good Samaritan 
Education to bring our awareness to how we are all held together. Stewarding our interconnectedness, 
our unity in diversity, is a delicate balance, to catch the light with the fine beauty of a spider’s web, while 
also strong and flexible when the wind blows, or something is caught, and agile enough to respond.  

This interconnectedness is the integral ecology, supporting and nourishing “the good soil” (Mt 13:23), 
the environment in which we minister with all its nuances and relating that all will flourish, and God may 
be glorified. 

Our GSE statements from our Philosophy of Education to our recent Philosophy of Wellbeing are public-
facing elements of our identity in which we declare how we steward all the things that are important to us 
and which represent who we are. Discerning and living these statements are part of the interconnected 
web of our stewarding. 
 
Our investment of time, energy and money in formation is also a statement on our stewardship. Essential 
to carrying forth our mission we continue to build a community of trust and humility, who listen with the 
ear of the heart, and understand the why behind the doing and being. It’s in holding what is ancient and 
new as we continue to walk together as a community on mission in the ministry of Catholic education 
in the charism of Good Samaritan Education, that we all continue “along the path of the gospels, our 
hearts overflowing with inexpressible delight” (RB Prologue 49). 

I look forward to continuing to journey with you this year, as we bring many parts of the community 
together at the Triennial Conference in August to continue to unpack and celebrate holding in a creative 
tension the story of weaving tradition with innovation, ancient and new.  

Gabrielle Sinclair
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Pope Leo XIV 

On 8 May 2025, Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost was elected as the 267th  
pope, taking the name Pope Leo XIV.  

Born in the US city of Chicago, he is both the first North American pope 
and the first pope to be a member of the Order of Saint Augustine.  

Prior to his papacy, Pope Leo XIV served as the Prior General of the 
Augustinian Order (2001-2013) and as the Bishop of Chiclayo, Sufar 
(Titular Bishop) and Albano. In 2023, he was appointed cardinal by Pope 
Francis, becoming a key figure in Church governance. He also served as a 
prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops in 2023-2025 and the President of the 
Pontifical Commission for Latin America.  

On behalf of the GSE Community, we pray that he leads the Church 
forward with faith, compassion and hope. 

Governing Council visits Rosebank College 

At the end of May, the Governing Council and Principals spent two days at Rosebank College in Five 
Dock, NSW, for their annual May meetings. 

As part of their visit, members of the Governing Council and Principals enjoyed a tour of the College 
campus led by student leaders, offering a glimpse into life at Rosebank. The tour also featured an 
informative presentation by Dr Paul O’Shea who shared the College’s rich Good Samaritan history as 
the group visited the Rosebank chapel and cemetery. 

GSE extends its sincere thanks to Rosebank College for their warm welcome and Benedictine hospitality 
during our visit. 

Community Updates
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National Reconciliation Week 2025 

This year, National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 
gave our schools the opportunity to deepen 
their commitment to fostering Reconciliation 
within their school communities and beyond. 

Throughout NRW, our 10 schools engaged in 
learning and reflection on the histories and 
cultures of Australia’s First Peoples, journeying 
towards a more just, equitable and reconciled 
Australia. 

Some of the ways GSE schools commemorated 
NRW included: 

•	 Four students from St Scholastica’s and College Principal Teash Richmond attending the Catholic 
Schools NSW Reconciliation Liturgy; 

•	 A special presentation from singer-songwriter Scott Darlow, a Yorta Yorta man, and the creation of 
Wurundjeri symbol chalk art at Mater Christi; 

•	 An all-singing, all-dancing concert with Zipporah Corser-Anu, a Torres Strait Islander performer, at 
Mater Dei, where students were introduced to language, dances and stories from the Torres Strait;. 

•	 A student-made display of purple native hibiscus artwork at Rosebank, symbolising the scattering of 
the Stolen Generations and acknowledging their resilience; 

•	 A video documenting Mount St Benedict’s reconciliation journey so far, including student-led 
discussions with the College’s Deputy Dean of Mission, Head of Religious Education, and RAP 
Working Party Co-ordinator. 

GSE remains committed to championing Reconciliation in our broader community, living up to the calls 
of our 2024 Prophetic Voices students to help “change Australia’s national culture into an inclusive one”.

National Refugee Week 2025

Students from St Scholastica’s, St Mary’s and Stella Maris joined Sisters and staff from the Congregational 
Centre and the GSE Services team for a Refugee Week event hosted by the Refugee and Asylum Seeker 
Network at the Congregational Centre in Glebe. 

‘Finding Freedom, Diversity and Community ‘ included a presentation from Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), 
who serve and advocate for people seeking asylum. 

We listened to two personal stories from people who have been trapped in the injustices of the complex 
systems of migration and international law. They engaged us in discussion and provided us personal 
insight into their lived experiences. The stories shared deepened our awareness and reminded us of 
the human reality in each person’s journey.

Mater Christi students creating Wurundjeri art for NRW25.
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Triennial Conference:
Frequently Asked Questions
With the Triennial Conference fast approaching, we know many of you may have questions as you 
prepare for the weekend. We’ve put together a list of frequently asked questions covering key details 
about the program, venue, logistics and more. We look forward to welcoming you all for a meaningful 
and memorable gathering.

General Information:  

Where is the Triennial Conference being held? 

The Triennial Conference will be held at Australian Catholic University’s North Sydney Campus, and the 
accommodation and conference dinner will be held at Mary Mackillop Place. The program commences 
at the Ryan Auditorium in the James Carroll Building (Level 3, Building 502), 40 Edward Street, North 
Sydney. Workshops will be in adjacent breakout rooms. On Saturday afternoon, attendees will walk to 
Mary MacKillop Place for a celebration of the Eucharist in the MacKillop Place chapel. 

What time does the Triennial Conference start?  

Doors will open at 8:00am on Saturday morning for registration and coffee & tea. The official program 
will commence at 9:00am with the Welcome and Opening Liturgy in the Ryan Auditorium. Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive early on Saturday to allow time for registration and to settle in before the program 
begins. On Sunday, the final breakout session will begin at 8:30am at ACU. 

What time does the conference finish on Sunday?  

The conference will conclude at 1:00pm on Sunday, following our closing ritual. 

What is the theme of the Triennial Conference? 

The theme of the Triennial Conference is “Ever Ancient, Ever New”, drawn from St Augustine’s reflection 
on the timeless beauty of God. Rooted in the Good Samaritan Benedictine tradition, it invites us to 
reflect on education as a sacred journey – honouring the wisdom of the past while embracing the 
challenges and hope of the present and future. This theme calls us to live out values of stewardship, 
justice and compassion in our relationships with others, the Earth, and all creation. 

Registration: 

How do I register for the conference? 

To register for the Triennial Conference, please 
complete the following form: 

https://forms.office.com/r/kjR8xtt2Ee  

When do registrations close?  

Final registrations close on 27 June. 

Is accommodation included in the registration, and what options are available nearby? 

Accommodation at Mary MacKillop Place has been reserved for those who indicated interest. This has 
now closed with no further requests for accommodation being accepted. If you previously indicated 
interest in staying there during registration, you will receive further details via email in the coming 
weeks. For those still seeking accommodation, there are several hotels within walking distance of the 
venue that we recommend. 

https://forms.office.com/r/kjR8xtt2Ee   
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Triennial Conference:
Frequently Asked Questions

What should I do if I can no longer attend? 

If you are no longer able to attend the Triennial Conference, please notify us as soon as possible by 
emailing admin@goodsameducation.org.au. For any last-minute cancellations, we kindly ask that you 
contact Helen Campbell (hcampbell@goodsameducation.org.au) directly to ensure your withdrawal is 
noted and any necessary arrangements can be made. 

Program:  

When will the conference program be released? 

An overview of the program is currently available online. Towards the end of June, a full program 
including the workshops will be released. 

When will registrations for the breakout workshops open?  

Registrations for the three breakout workshops will open on 20 June and close on 18 July. There will be 
five breakout streams that participants can choose from, with one workshop from each offered during 
each session. These streams are: 
•	 Our Story 
•	 Integral Ecology 
•	 Reconciliation 
•	 Neighbour 
•	 Education 
•	 Governance 

Some sessions will be recorded, either in audio or audio/video format. These recordings will be made 
available after the conference, depending on speaker permissions and session content. 

Logistics:  

How will we be travelling to and from ACU and Mary Mackillop Place?  

Travel between ACU and Mary MacKillop Place will be by foot, with participants walking together and 
guided by GSE organisers. For attendees with mobility concerns, a car with limited seating will be 
available to assist with transport. Please advise us in advance if you require this support. 

Is there parking available at Mary MacKillop Place/Australian Catholic Uni? 

There is limited parking on the ACU campus at 40 Edward Street. Some street parking in North Sydney 
is free on weekends. Please read signs carefully to identify metered times. Participants are encouraged 
to use public transport where possible. 

What meals and refreshments will be provided during the conference? 

Throughout the conference, attendees will be provided with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea 
each day, as well as refreshments upon arrival on Saturday morning. Following the Mass on Saturday 
evening, drinks will be available at the Glen Roy Green. In addition, there will be two optional dinner 
events, one open for all participants, and a special Good Samaritan Schools Network Dinner. If you are 
interested in attending Saturday night dinner, please ensure you indicate your expression of interest 
through the conference registration form. 

Is ACU wheelchair accessible? What mobility supports are available if I need it? 

Yes, ACU’s James Carroll Building (Building 502), is wheelchair accessible. The building features an access 
ramp from the upper-level parking area and an internal lift providing access to all floors. Accessible 
toilets are available on all levels of the building. 

Who can I contact if I have questions or need help during the event? 

A Help Desk will be available throughout the conference. Whether you have a question, need assistance 
or require directions, the team will be there to support you.
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St Mary’s: Faith in Action

Miles for Marian 

At St Mary Star of the Sea College, the spirit of conversatio and a commitment to ongoing conversion and 
deep listening have been made tangible through the footsteps and fundraising of our Year 11 students. 
Their social justice initiative, Miles for Marian, has not only ignited compassion but has significantly 
contributed to a mission at the heart of our community: supporting the Marian Bursary.

To date, the initiative has raised an inspiring $11,569, a testament to the leadership, perseverance 
and shared belief among these young women that no student should be denied an education due to 
financial hardship. This effort is far more than a fundraising campaign; it is a lived expression of our 
Benedictine values, grounded in community, hospitality and a preferential option for the poor.

On Friday, 9 May, this commitment came to life in a powerful way. Thirty Year 11 students challenged 
themselves to trek Mount Kosciuszko, covering 19 kilometres over two days in a physical and symbolic 
act of solidarity. Meanwhile, the remainder of the year group participated in the Wollongong Coastal 
Walk, each step representing compassion, justice and a collective spirit of generosity.

Launched as part of their Reflection and Social Justice program, Miles for Marian has become a movement 
of empathy, resilience and service. It has united the year group with a common purpose: to walk beside 
those facing educational hardship and help pave a path of opportunity. They are determined to reach 
and exceed their goal of $15,000 by the conclusion of Term 3. 

Laudato Si’ Week

This week, the College community embraced the call of Laudato Si’ with spirit, creativity and deep 
commitment. In a moving convergence of prayer, art and dialogue, students from St Mary Star of the 
Sea College and Edmund Rice College came together to honour Laudato Si’ Week, inspired by Pope 
Francis’ call to ecological conversion.

In the College chapel, student leaders joined in a Mass celebrated by Fr Ken Cafe, reflecting on the values 
of Laudato Si’ and the need for urgent ecological care. Students offered powerful insights into Pope 
Francis’ message, echoing his call to “fan the flame of hope” during this Jubilee Year. Their reflections 
demonstrated a profound sense of global responsibility and a desire to live as active stewards of 
creation.

Later that evening, the College community gathered for the Laudato Si’ Art Prize Exhibition, with the 
theme Pilgrims of Hope for Creation. The showcase featured student artworks rich in spiritual and 
ecological meaning, paired with reflective artist statements. The exhibition reminded us that stewardship 
is not only an ethical call but also a profound spiritual and artistic journey.

Through worship and creativity, our students have shown that the legacy of Laudato Si’ lives in their 
hands and hearts. Their passion reminds us that caring for our common home is both a spiritual mission 
and a shared human responsibility. May we all continue to walk this path as pilgrims of hope for the 
good of creation and one another.
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St Patrick’s: Harshpreet’s 
Simpson Prize Journey
Standing in the shadow of the A-Bomb Dome in Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Park, 2025 Simpson Prize winner Harshpreet 
Sidhu realised that some of history’s most powerful lessons 
are best understood in the places where they unfolded.

“Hearing survivor testimonies gave me firsthand insight into 
the unimaginable human cost of war,” Harshpreet said. “It 
made me realise that peace is not just a historical lesson but, 
rather, a responsibility.”

That powerful moment was part of a 10-day study tour 
through Japan and Singapore – an experience Harshpreet, 
who is in Year 10 at St Patrick’s College, earned as the NSW 
winner of the prestigious 2025 Simpson Prize. The prize is 
awarded in a national history essay competition for Years 9 
and 10 students which focuses on the service of Australians 
in World War I and World War II. The competition is funded 
by the Australian Government Department of Education and 
conducted by the History Teachers’ Association of Australia.

One winner is selected from each state and territory. 
Harshpreet’s win marks the first time a student from St Patrick’s College has earned this prestigious 
award.

The 2025 essay question asked students to discuss the following statement: “Australia’s relationship 
with Great Britain explains why Australia and individual Australians went to war.” Harshpreet’s essay 
explored how Australia’s motivations shifted during World War II from initial loyalty to Britain to 
the urgent need to defend its own shores after the bombing of Darwin. Her thoroughly researched 
argument, supported by a wide range of primary sources, stood out among submissions nationwide.

Harshpreet’s achievement earned her a visit from the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP, Minister for Social 
Services, and Dr Mike Freelander MP, Member for Macarthur, who personally congratulated her on the 
achievement.

But it was the overseas tour itself that left a lasting impression on Harshpreet.

“In Singapore, visiting the Changi Museum and learning about the resilience and suffering of Australian 
prisoners of war offered a powerful reminder of the hardships endured on the battlefield and behind 
barbed wire, and the strength of the human spirit in the face of adversity,” Harshpreet said. 

“Attending the Anzac Day Dawn Service at Kranji War Cemetery was one of the most profound moments 
of the trip.”

Beyond the historical tour, Harshpreet and her fellow winners from across the country immersed 
themselves in local culture, exploring Kyoto’s temples, riding Japan’s bullet trains, tasting the street food 
of Little India and experiencing the vibrant neighbourhoods of Singapore.

She credits her success in part to the support of her History teacher, Mrs Francesca Musico-Rullo, who 
inspired her to apply and assisted with her research and writing. Harshpreet encourages other students 
to consider entering the competition.

“Winning this prize allows you to go to Canberra and to travel internationally,” she said. “But most 
importantly, you meet incredible people and experience history in a way that changes how you see the 
world.”
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Mater Dei Improvement Journey:
A Commitment to Excellence in the 
Benedictine Tradition

The school improvement journey at Mater Dei School is deeply rooted in the Catholic ethos and the 
Good Samaritan Benedictine tradition, which form the heart of the school’s identity. While honouring its 
rich history, Mater Dei School embraces a shared vision for continuous growth and excellence.

Central to this journey is a commitment to a collective understanding of school improvement shaped by 
faith. As a Good Samaritan school, Mater Dei School promotes a love of learning for students and staff 
while challenging the entire community to flourish.

Following a period of reflection on identity and mission, the school identified three strategic priorities:

1.	 Formation and Culture inspired by the Benedictine Tradition

2.	 Student Learning and Wellbeing

3.	 Family Engagement

These priorities were developed collaboratively to align with the school’s vision, values and strategic 
direction.

To support this vision, Mater Dei School implemented a Collaborative Inquiry approach, prompting 
deep reflection on professional practices. This process led to the creation of a clear purpose statement:

 “Our purpose is to explicitly teach for individual student needs by authentically differentiating outcomes 
and learning experiences.”

Staff are committed to inclusive, high-quality teaching practices that reflect the Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers. The approach fosters equitable and sustainable learning opportunities, 
promoting a culture of ongoing improvement. 
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A focus on accessible, student-centred curriculum design 
ensures all learners benefit from meaningful learning 
experiences.

Improvement in student outcomes is increasingly evident. 
Implementation of an explicit teaching model, particularly in 
reading, has shown strong results, including gains achieved 
through verbal instruction, AUSLAN, and augmentative and 
alternative communication (AAC) devices. Student engagement 
has risen through differentiated instruction, particularly in 
small-group learning in English and Mathematics. Students 
are becoming more articulate about their learning, with 
examples such as a Year 8 student confidently discussing the 
complexity of the text he was reading.

The use of data to inform practice has become more consistent 
and purposeful, especially within the context of special 
education. This has supported structured and systematic 
teaching approaches, helping each student realise his or her 
learning potential.

The NSW Curriculum Reform has further advanced this work, guiding staff towards evidence-based 
practices such as Explicit Teaching, the Science of Learning, Cognitive Load Theory, Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL), backward design and task analysis. These strategies are particularly vital in a special 
education setting.

Year 11 students have focused on vocabulary development, syllable recognition, and constructing 
meaningful sentences, with some successfully extending their written communication.

In addition, secondary students are embracing AUSLAN as a meaningful mode of communication, using 
it to express understanding and connect with others.

Mater Dei School has also reviewed its school-wide systems, particularly the Personalised Plans for 
Students with Disabilities (PPSD). Guided by Catholic Schools NSW’s revised PPSD tool and targeted 
professional development, staff have refined support structures to ensure all students have equitable 
curriculum access and are recognised for their dignity and potential.

The Mater Dei community remains dedicated to forming confident, independent young people grounded 
in Benedictine values and inspired by a future full of possibility.
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 4                       Term Two ends for NSW & VIC
 14                     Term Three begins in QLD
 22                     Term Three begins in NSW & VIC
 31                       Prophetic Voices Gathering @ Mary MacKillop Spirutality Centre

Upcoming Events 2025

July

June

August

 2-3                    Triennial Conference 2025: Ever Ancient Ever New 
 9                        Year 11 Philippines Immersion Briefing
 28-29                Term 3 Sydney Pilgrimage 

 21                     NSW Received & Staff Induction 2 
 26                     QLD Received & Staff Induction 
 27                     Term Two ends for QLD


